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ReEntry2.0
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– IMAGE HERE
–“To be the first company that, by its deeds, 
shows the entire industrial world what 
Sustainability is in all its dimensions: people, 
process, product, place and profits – by 2020 –
and in doing so we will become restorative 
through the power of influence.”
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Mission Zero Target:

Not another drop of 
virgin oil by 2020



Close the loop!

Life Cycle Management:
Raw Materials Phase

Zero virgin raw materials

We use a low 
energy 
recycling
process for 
holistic
environmental
improvement



Challenge: 
95% of all carpet ends up in a landfill

~FIVE billion pounds of carpet fills landfills every year in the U.S.
~Interface’s ReEntry reclamation has diverted over 133 million 
pounds of carpet from landfill.  
~2008 target: 40 million pounds

vs. 

Actual landfill in Dalton, Georgia 



ReEntry 2.0 OVERVIEW

Separation
Process

Nylon 6 
Nylon 6, 6

Fluff

Vinyl
Backing

Reclaimed 
Carpet

New 
InterfaceFLOR 

Carpet Tile

Re-Entry 2.0

Broadloom
Polypropylene 

Backing

Goal: Recycled into 
b’loom backing or 

higher value

Calcium
Carbonate/
Latex Dirt

Goal: Sold or used 
for Filler 

Sold into 
Engineered Plastics

Sold into 
Engineered Plastics

Processed at 
Universal Fibers

Food for
Cool Blue backing

Plastic lumber, filler in 
furniture, mattresses

Today: WTE
(small volumes)

N6: automobile-exterior
N6,6 underhood car parts, 
power tools

Goal

Today

Key:

Today, at InterfaceFLOR



Carpet shipped back to LaGrange, Georgia



Carpet shipped back to LaGrange, Georgia



Carpet is sorted by fiber and backing type



Nylon is separated from carpet.  Broadloom being fe d 
into clean separation machine.



Carpet tile is fed into clean separation machine



Fiber is separated and broadloom backing is 
removed to be further processed



Face fiber is separated
GlasBac & similar carpet tile backings are sent to Cool Blue



Face fiber is bailed and shipped to Universal Fiber s



Fiber is Challenging to Recycle
–Fiber is $$. Fiber = oil

–Solution dyed nylon = durable during use,
color is very energy intensive to remove

Recycling options include:

–Depolymerization
+ Breaks nylon down to base molecules
- Very energy intensive

–Dissolution
+ Fewer waste streams
- Expensive and not commercially viable

–Remelt ���� InterfaceFLOR chosen method
+ Inexpensive, lowest energy input
- Color not removed, but pre-sorting can solve this



Reclaimed nylon 6,6 is recycled into new nylon 
6,6 by Universal Fibers



First post-
consumer nylon 
6,6 fiber

Reclaimed nylon 6,6 is recycled into new nylon 6,6 
by Universal Fibers

White pellets = reclaimed fiber

Clear pellets = virgin nylon 6,6

Colored pellets = master batch 

colors



Nylon 6,6 extruded into new fiber



Reclaimed nylon 6,6 can be recycled into a wide 
variety of colors
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Agglomerator shreds backing material



Agglomerator converts backing into pellets





“Cool Blue Food” pellets are sprinkled onto 
conveyor belt. Pellets heated until they ‘ooze’.

“Cool Blue” machine is powered by renewable landfill methane gas



49-74% Total Recycled Content
18-34% Post-Consumer Recycled Content

Backing cured and face fiber added



Post-consumer Recycled Content: Fiber & Backing

Post-consumer recycled 
content in the backing

54-78% Total Recycled Content
35% Post-Consumer Recycled Content

Post-consumer recycled 
content in the fiber



Broadloom backing is shredded and sorting into 
polypropylene and calcium carbonate/latex



Broadloom backing is recycled into other plastics



ReEntry 2.0: Closing the Loop

Recyclable is a 
Promise, 

ReEntry 2.0 is 
Reality
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